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Sometimes things don’t turn out as anticipated. And, 

then, you �nd that they turned out just right after 

all. Such was the case when Ken E. adopted female 

felines named Angel and Ayla.

In February, 2014, Angel and Ayla were turned into 

the Shelter when the original owners separated. �e 

person who brought them in said they were bonded 

siblings, 8 to 10 years old, and accustomed to being 

indoor cats. Ken had lost the second of his brother/

sister pair, Hiker and Missy, one month earlier and 

he missed their company. He thought Angel and Ayla 

would �t into his household, particularly because he 

wanted indoor-only cats.

�e �rst indication that the information provided was 

in error was when Ken met Angel at Pine Creek Vet 

where she had had the last of her teeth extracted. Perhaps 

not as young a kitty as 8 to 10 years old! And he found 

out that “he” was a “she”! But Ken thought she was 

really cute and felt sorry for her: she was skinny, her coat 

dull and her mouth toothless. Ken then went to the 

Shelter to meet Ayla whom he also liked. And he did 

want to see the pair stay together. So the adoption was 

consummated.

When Ken took the pair to his vet, the vet said that 

Angel was probably Ayla’s “great-great-great-great 

grandmother”, not sister. It was clear that Angel 

had some more health issues but Ken resolved to 

get her healthy and give her a good life. To start, he 

got medication for her arthritic hips. But her issues 

became more severe: irritable bowel syndrome became 

an on-going and perplexing issue. But, with Vitamin 

B12 injections and special food (Ken tried a whole 

potpourri of foods before �nding the winner), Angel 

gained weight, her coat got shiny and �u�y, and she was 

making it to the litter box consistently. 

Unfortunately, that wasn’t quite all because then Angel 

developed diabetes. For two months Ken monitored her 

blood and gave her insulin twice a day. But then, viola!, 

Angel was diabetes free - that can happen in cats! And it 

did happen to Angel because of Ken’s care and diligence.

Ayla’s health was much better than her older “sister”. 

She, like Angel, came in very thin but she put weight on 

readily. She did (and does) have a little issue with itching 

her brow but that has been controlled with a very 

low dose of Prednisone: Ken is happy that she didn’t 

need “Kitty Prozac”!

Both of the girls are doing well now, with a wide 

array of toys and cozy places to curl up. Angel has 

gained almost two pounds and looks years younger 

than when she arrived at the Shelter. Ayla gained 

over one pound, reaching a nice, healthy size. It did turn 

out that they weren’t thrilled with being kept indoors all 

the time so Ken got them little harnesses and takes them 

out walking on a leash (one at a time) or takes them to 

his enclosed garden to hang out in the sun and play in 

the catnip. Clearly Angel and Ayla are very happy to be 

together: they are very strongly bonded. 

Ken loves his new feline companions and is happy he 

adopted them. He’s been able to give his girls a really 

nice life and he’s proud of the job he’s done - rightfully 

so! We at the Shelter are more than impressed and we’re 

happy and grateful that Ken took Angel and Ayla home. 

�ey’re really sweet kitties who deserved, and GOT, a 

good life.

Whatever Happened To Ayla & Angel?

Fran Cole began volunteering at the Shelter in 2001 and, 
during just her �rst week, she had brought three dogs home. 

Understandably her family instituted a “restraint order” directive: 
Shelter animals were not to come home with Fran. And Fran 
took that seriously. But about a year later she met Prince, a black 
and brown Cattledog mix, who stole her heart. 

When she �rst saw Prince, he cowered in the back of his kennel, 
looking sad and very apprehensive. She was intimidated by his 
fearful eyes, one of which had a huge contusion, and enlisted 
help from Ruth, a Shelter Sta� person who could (and still can) 
handle just about anything. Once on leash, Fran took Prince out 
for a walk and was really drawn to this troubled soul. When she saw Prince 
next, he had come out of his shell and came right up to say hello to her! He 
had blossomed in just one short week with the attention he was getting by 
Shelter Sta� and Volunteers. Fran leashed him up, took him for his walk, 
then loaded him up in her car and brought him home. Mind you, it was 
a”foster” arrangement. Now, over 12 years later, Prince is still there, a happy 
member of the Cole-Troth family.

Prince had come to the Shelter as a stray from the Cedar Ridge area.”Stray” 
is probably not the right term at all since Prince immediately (and forever) 
became Fran’s shadow. Everywhere she went, he had to go too. If she went 
outside, he followed. If she needed to leave during the day, Prince went 

with her or had to stay in a crate. Even when Fran slept, Prince 
curled up underneath the box springs. Prince wasn’t going 
to”lose” another BFF!

Prince has become as happy a dog as you’ll ever �nd. As one of 
Fran’s daughters said,”Prince doesn’t run; he bounces!”. He has 
a job living on a ranch with 9 horses. He came to the Shelter 
liking other dogs and he has 7 canine friends at home. In fact 
he likes animals of all kinds which is good since he also lives 
with 4 cats, 2 parrots and a �sh. And let’s not forget Rocky 
Troth, Fran’s husband! Prince is slowing down physically, 
having some trouble with his hips, but he still wants to be with 

Fran as much as possible. And he’s still a very happy, and loved, doggie. 
 
One other little anecdote about Prince: it became clear that he had been 
abused by teenage boys because he went after one who had come to Fran’s 
house. �e 15 year old was able to out-run Prince and Prince obediently 
came to Fran when she called him. Fran joked that Prince’s dislike of teen-
aged males might come in handy when her daughters reached their teenage 
years.”Prince unfortunately grew out of chasing boys”. Guess that was left 
up to Mom and Dad!
11/28/14 - Note from Fran:
Sad news. Prince was euthanized this afternoon. He had cancer. I am 
devastated, because he was my best buddy and soulmate.

And Whatever Happened To Prince?
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Sammie’s Friends is a 501c Non-Profit organization founded in 2004 by Cheryl Wicks and 
Curt Romander to provide veterinary aid to the animals at the Nevada County Animal Shel-
ter. Today, Sammie’s Friends provides medical assistance to shelter animals and other dis-
advantaged animals in the community, and works closely with the NCAS Volunteers who 
help to socialize and find forever homes for the unwanted dogs and cats of Nevada County.

Veterinary Care for Disadvantaged Nevada County Animals

14647 McCourtney Rd
Grass Valley, CA 95949
Phone: 530 471 5041

Email: info@sammiesfriends.org

YES, I want to help make a difference in the lives of the unwanted animals of Nevada County! Sammie’s Friends is a volunteer 
organization created to raise veterinary funds for the animals at the Nevada County Animal Shelter and other disadvantaged 
animals in the community. Our work with the animals is made possible by the donations of generous individuals in our com-
munity. All donations are greatly appreciated, and all monies raised are for the benefit of the animals. Checks may be sub-
mitted to the address below, or visit our website at www.sammiesfriends.org and click on the Paypal link for credit or debit 
cards donations.
 
Name:  ____________________________________________________________________________________
 
Address:  ____________________________________________________________________________________
 
City, ST, Zip:  ____________________________________________________________________________________
 
Phone Number:  ___________________________ Donation Amount: _________________________________________
 
As a 501 (c)(3) Non-Profit, all donations made to Sammie’s Friends are fully tax-deductible and can be mailed to 
Sammie’s Friends, 14647 McCourtney Rd., Grass Valley, CA 95949. 
 THANK YOU!

If you would like us to email you a pdf version of the Poop Scoop in the future, send an email to 
info@sammiesfriends.org

Please Support Our Local BusinessesDid You Know...

Lack of funds is not  a 
reason to leave your cat 
or dog unspayed/un-
neutered.

There are two low cost 
clinics you can use:

Animal Spay and  
Neuter Clinic:  
530-889-8800

AnimalSave:  
530-477-1706

You can get vouchers 
from Sammie’s Friends.

Or for additional finan-
cial support you can 
call: 

• For pitbulls and  
chihuahuas: 
Kathleen at Pound 
Puppy Rescue  
530-274-8079

• For cats and other 
breeds of dogs  
Cheryl at Sammie’s 
Friends 530-471-5041 

Merry Christmas at Nifty’s! 

Christmas and holiday 
donations come in 

throughout the year.   With a 
huge inventory, on Tuesday, 
November 11th we opened 
“Sammie’s Nifty Christmas Shop.”  We’ve designated 
a separate area for our Christmas shop.  Each day 
we raise the roll-up door where an entire Christmas 
scene is displayed.  We hope you come by and visit 
our Holiday store.  We’re  sure you’ll find something 
you just have to have! We have all kinds of  artificial 
trees, decorations, bulbs, linens, dishware, lights, 
wreaths, clothing, yard decorations, stuffed animals 
and all things Christmas.

Sammie’s Nifty Thrift is open Monday through 
Saturday from 10:00 am to 5:00 pm.  Donations 

are accepted Tuesday through Saturday from 10:00 
am to 3:00 pm.  We are always in need of  volunteers.  
Duties include anything from cashiering to sorting, 
organizing and pricing donations, etc.  Come in and 
fill out an application!  We’d love to have you as part 
of  our team!


